REMINISCENCES

Colonial questions to which, he afterwards devoted so
much of his energy and his intellect. But he took no
part in politics, and, indeed, hardly ever was heard of
in political life. Nobody who was not intimately ac-
quainted with him could have told at the time whether
he ought to be described as a Liberal or as a Conserva-
tive, or whether he ever troubled his mind about the
distinctions of political parties. He was apparently the
sort of man whom one might have set down as a philo-
sophical Radical, for the simple reason that he was a
man of intellect and culture, that he certainly did not
belong to the Manchester school, and that his turn of
mind would hardly have allowed him to share in the
opinions of the steady, old-fashioned Tories. But then,
on the other hand, one would have sought in vain
through, his writings or his lectures for any evidences of
sympathy with the views of Grote, or Stuart Mill, or Sir
William Molesworth. Most of us who followed his
literary career with deep interest were therefore inclined
to rest satisfied with the conviction that he had no
political opinions at all, and that his business in life was
the construction of romantic history.

Many years later, when Froude took it into his head
to try his skill at a work of fiction, an ill-natured critic
said that Froude had always been set down as a roman-
cist until in an unlucky hour he attempted to write a
romance. There was always a curious contrast between
the man himself and his works. Some of Froude's his-
tories made for him innumerable enemies, who detested
him because of what they considered his intolerable
bigotry in historical controversy. He seemed to be filled
with a positive hatred for the Catholic Church, and for
all the historical personages who identified themselves
with its teachings. Yet Froude had many friends who
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